Food For People:

Getting Star ted...

Finding innovative solutionshasbeen the key to succss
for Food for People continued sponscship of the
summe lunch program. Expanding lunch sites had
proven costlyduring each year of opeations requiring
Food for People to divert donaions or sesk grant funds
to keep the program af3od. One of the biggest costavas
transportdion of the lunches to the varioussites in this
geographically remote county There wasa distanceof
85-90 miles between the mostoutlyinglunch distribution
sSites

What Was Done...

Food for People developad

creative partnaships with

United Parcd Sevice (UPS)

and the local bus transit

/ compaly to ddiver mealsto

sites that are en route of

their ddiveries and stops

This succssfulrelationship startel six years ago when

Food for People appmaded the Humboldt County

Transit Authority (HTA) and explainad that high

transportdion costswere making it too expensiwe for

summe mealsto be ddivered to children in rural areas
HTA ageed to ge involved.

A HTA southboundous dropped off mealseach day to
children at summe lunch sites The meal sitesall offered
programs or informal activities sud as arts and crafts
Papework wasreturned weekly insideone of the empty
cooles Community volunteersor sitestaf returned the
cooles to the food bank. Occasionallyfood bank staf
members diove out to thesites and colleted them.

To reach even more rural children, Food for People
askel UPS to ddiver meals to othe remote summe
lunch sites Food for People loadad mealson to UPS
ddivery trucks which then ddivered the mealsto two
rural locaions an hour driving distancefrom the food
banks At the site UPS exchangel the cooles with
lunches for the empties and complded papework from
the day before Food bank staf then picked up the
empty coole'sfrom the UPS hub the next day when they
dropped off meals br tha day® ddivery.

Food for People alsoworked with the Senior Resource
Center in the SAK program to vend summe lunch
meals In this program, food bank paid for each lunch
provided by seniors and kids in the comnunity who
volunteered the work hours to assenble the meals The
SAK program proved to be an effective meansto keep
meal costs loer.

In the End...

In the ten years of  sponsor
ship Food for People® summe
lunch program becamea modd
proglam, seving 14,000 free
and nutritious lunches at 15
community sites throughoutthe
county Despite the on-going
barriers in costeffectiveness of
meal preparaion and delivery in
rural comrmunities the food
bank held to it@ commitmet to give Humboldt
County®needy children the nutrition they needed in the
summe months to eturn to stiool able to learn.
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