
Food For People: 
Getting Star ted...

Finding innovative solutions has been the key to success 
for Food for People continued sponsorship of the    
summer lunch program.  Expanding lunch sites had 
proven costly during each year of operations, requiring 
Food for People to divert donations or seek grant funds 
to keep the program aßoat. One of the biggest costs was 
transportation of the lunches to the various sites in this 
geographically remote county. There was a distance of 
85-90 miles between the most outlying lunch distribution 
sites. 

What Was Done...

Food for People developed 
creative partnerships with 
United Parcel Service (UPS) 
and the local bus transit 
company to deliver meals to 
sites that are en route of 
their deliveries and stops. 

This successful relationship started six years ago when 
Food for People approached the Humboldt County 
Transit Authority (HTA) and explained that high    
transportation costs were making it too expensive for 
summer meals to be delivered to children in rural areas. 
HTA agreed to get involved.

A HTA southbound bus dropped off meals each day to 
children at summer lunch sites. The meal sites all offered 
programs or informal activities such as arts and crafts. 
Paperwork was returned weekly inside one of the empty 
coolers.  Community volunteers or site staff returned the 
coolers to the food bank. Occasionally, food bank staff 
members drove out to the sites and collected them.

To reach even more rural children, Food for People 
asked UPS to deliver meals to other remote summer 
lunch sites.  Food for People loaded meals on to UPS 
delivery trucks, which then delivered the meals to two 
rural locations an hour driving distance from the food 
banks. At the site UPS exchanged the coolers with 
lunches for the empties and completed paperwork from 
the day before. Food bank staff then picked up the 
empty coolers from the UPS hub the next day when they 
dropped off  meals for that dayÕs delivery.

Food for People also worked with the Senior Resource 
Center in the SAK program to vend summer lunch 
meals. In this program, food bank paid for each lunch 
provided by seniors and kids in the community who   
volunteered the work hours to assemble the meals. The 
SAK program proved to be an effective means to keep 
meal costs lower.

In the End...
In  the ten years of    sponsor-
ship, Food for PeopleÕs summer 
lunch program became a model 
program, serving 14,000 free 
and nutritious lunches at 15 
community sites throughout the 
county.  Despite the on-going 
barriers in cost-effectiveness of 
meal preparation and delivery in 
rural communities, the food 
bank held to itÕs commitment to give Humboldt 
CountyÕs needy children the nutrition they needed in the 
summer months to return to school able to learn.

307 West 14th Street Eureka, CA 95501 P:707-445-3166 F:707-445-5946 www.foodforpeople.org


